Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.047; wR factor = 0.118; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.0.
In the planar title molecule, C 16 H 16 N 2 O 4 ÁC 2 H 6 O, the planar Schiff base molecule is linked to the ethanol solvent molecule by a hydroxy-amide hydrogen bond. The hydroxy group of the ethanol molecule is a hydrogen-bond donor to the doublebonded N atom of an adjacent Sciff base, pairs of interactions taking place across a center of symmetry and giving rise to a hydrogen-bonded dimer. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
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Comment
The crystal structures of a number of substituted benzylidene-2-hydroxybenzohydrazides have been reported (Li, 2007; Liang et al., 2005; Luo, 2007; Ma et al., 2005; Pan & Yang, 2005a,b,c; Qiu et al., 2006; Shao et al., 2004; Wang et al., 2007; Xu & Liu, 2006; Yang, 2006; Yang & Pan, 2004 , 2005a Zhang et al., 2006 . The oxygen-and nitrogen-bound H-atoms were located in a difference Fouier map, and were refined with a distance restraint (O-H = N-H 0.85 Å); their temperature factors were freely refined. (7) 0.0000 (7) 0.0044 (8 Geometric parameters (Å, °) 
